Adjustable Dog Coller
A Functional Fashion Statement for Man’s Best Friend

Note: If the collar is being made for function rather than decorative purposes, always use 550 parachute cord, especially for larger dog breeds.
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Materials
Two 10’–16’ (3–5m) strands of 550 parachute cord (see information XX for sizing)

Two 1 1/2” (38mm) welded metal rings

One 1” (25mm) welded metal ring

Optional: One paperclip (or any other marker, such as a barrette)

Sizing Information

Small dogs: Use 9’(3m) of cord for a 12”–16” (305–406mm) collar (make the collar 20” [508mm] long)
 Medium dogs: Use 12’ (4m) of cord for a 16”–18” (406–457mm) collar (make the collar 24” [610mm] long) 
Large dogs: Use 16’ (5m) of cord for a 20”–24” (508–610mm) collar (make the collar 30” [762mm] long)

Step 1: Measure your dog’s neck and add 5”–6” (127–152mm) to this number. The result will be the final length of the dog collar.

Step 2: Set each strand onto one 1 1/2” (38mm) metal ring using lark’s head knots. DO NOT position the strands so they have even lengths. Instead, stagger the cords so the center strands hang at the length of your dog collar. For example, if your final dog collar is going to be 24” (610mm) long, the center strands should hang down 24” (610mm). The outer strands will be much longer.

Step 3: Slide the outer strands through the second 1 1/2” (38mm) ring. Set the ring close to the first set of lark’s head knots.

Step 4: Fastten the center strands together with a paperclip positioned 8”–10” (203–254mm) from the ends. This marks the location for the last ring.

Step 5 Follow figures 4–7 to form a square knot. Repeat the square knot until you reach the paperclip.
Step 6: Remove the paperclip and slide the 1” (25mm) ring onto the center strands as shown in figure 8.

Step 7: Following figures 9–14, continue forming square knots until the ends of the center strands are covered.

Step 8: Check the fit of the collar on your dog before finishing. When the collar is sized correctly, trim away any excess cord and melt the ends to prevent fraying and unraveling.
